Journal to Stella

LETTER XIX

the frolick should take you of going to the Bath, I here
send you a note on Parvisol; if not, you may tear it, and
there's an end. Farewel.
If you have an imagination that the Bath will do you
good, I say again, I would have you go; if not, or it be
inconvenient, burn this note. Or, if you would go, and
not take so much money, take thirty pounds, and I will
return you twenty from hence. Do as you please, sirrahs.
I suppose it will not be too late for the first season; if it
be, I would have you resolve however to go the second
season, if the doctors say it will do you good, and you
fancy so.
LETTER XX
[THURSDAY]                                London, April 5, 1711.
I PUT my nineteenth in the post-office just now myself,
as I came out of the city, where I dined. This rain ruins
me in coach-hire; I walkt away sixpennyworth, and came
within a shilling length, and then took a coach,1 and got
a lift back for nothing; and am now busy*
6. Mr. secretary desired I would see him this morning,
said he had several things to say to me, and said not one;
and the duke of Ormond sent to desire I would meet him
at Mr. Southwell's by ten this morning too, which I did,
thinking it was some particular matter. All the Irish in
town were there, to consult upon preventing a bill for
laying a duty on Irish yarn; so we talkt awhile, and then
all went to the lobby of the house of commons, to solicit
our friends, and the duke came among the rest; and lord
Anglesea solicited admirably, and I did wonders.2 But
after all, the matter was put off till Monday, and then we
are to be at it again. I dined with lord Mountjoy, and
1  Act 9 Anne, c. 23, provided for an increase in the number of hackney
coaches to 800. One shilling was the fare for a mile and a half, one shilling
and sixpence for two miles, and so on.
2  In a letter of 10 Apr. to Archbishop King Swift refers to his lobbying
activities. See Corresf. i. 248 and n.2
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